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2. Passion Projects

• Allowing students to choose what they study for 

a limited amount of time

• Something they care about, something that 

interests them

• Not covered in detail in the spec.

• Teach the class…



2. Passion Projects - Chemistry

Topics included: Bumble bees, Plastics in oceans, Toothpaste, TNT, 

Painkillers, LSD and Glow sticks.

• Had to have a link to chemistry, and include some 

chemical equations. 

• Students were given a checklist of requirements.



2. Passion Projects - Chemistry

This has been so successful 

that it is now a part of our 

SOW.



2.  Passion Project in English Language

1. Year 12 students chose a dialect and investigated 
the vocabulary, lexis and phonography

2. Many chose based on family dialects and popular 
culture

3. Students given 3 weeks to prepare a presentation 
which was peer assessed with set criteria – had to 
speak in the dialect for the class

4. Students quite anxious, but put into pairs to prepare 
– some very funny moments



2. Passion Projects - Economics

Students had 5-6 lessons and independent study time to prepare 

either a 5 minute presentation or video

Emma Kelly: Nudge 

theory

Daniel Creutzfelt: 

Does altruism 

exist?

Beau Van Den 

Berg: Why do we 

pay so much tax?

1. Emma wanted to combine economics and 

psychology after seeing a speaker who 

came into class talk about behavioural 

economics

2. Beau has monetary aspirations and is 

already planning how he can minimise 

how much tax he will pay

3. Daniel was perturbed by the assumption 

in economics that agents always act in a 

self-interested way and sought to prove 

that altruism exists

All came up with their topic ideas within 5 

minutes


