
WELCOME TO THIS WEBINAR!

We are due to start at 3.30pm

For the best experience, we advise you to 

switch off other streaming devices

Take a moment to test your own video 

and audio

We will be with you shortly

PRIMARY ENGLISH NETWORK
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AGENDA

1. EEF Research: ‘ Putting Evidence to work’ (Claire Eskelson)

2. Explicit Teaching (Sophie Murdoch)

3.    Oracy and the word gap: (Krista Greenwood)

4.    Language in the school environment: (Esther Whitbourn)

5.    Statutory Assessments update: (Claire Eskelson)

6.    SAfE – Literacy and Language audit (Claire Eskelson)

7.    Questions and next steps: (Claire Eskelson)

3All Surrey children are our collective responsibility



4All Surrey children are our collective responsibility

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/tools/guidance-reports/a-schools-guide-to-implementation#closeLinks
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POSSIBLE FOCI FOR DEVELOPMENT
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Writing for a purpose

Vocabulary 

Oracy

Monitoring

Reading for comprehension

Reading for Pleasure

Reading for fluency 
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St Polycarp’s Primary School 

9

Sophie Murdoch



‘Great teaching is the most important lever schools have 

to improve outcomes for their pupils.’

 Explicit instruction refers to a range of teacher-led approaches, focused on teacher 

demonstration followed by guided practice and independent practice. Explicit 

instruction is not just “teaching by telling” or “transmission teaching”.

 Often linked to Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction

Teaching focus: explicit teaching



 Clarity with learning objective, success criteria and outcome

 Modelling: think-pair-share and I do, we do, you do

 Utilising the full question matrix

 Chunk and stretch the information

 Maximise collaborative learning opportunities. 

Within Teaching





To consider…

Why is the quality of our inputs so crucial in the 

teaching of English?

Which explicit teaching strategies could we build 

into our teaching to maximise learning?



ORACY AND THE WORD GAP Krista Greenwood

St Mary’s Primary School



ORACY – THE ABILITY TO EXPRESS ONESELF 
FLUENTLY AND GRAMMATICALLY IN SPEECH

Physical – voice and body language

Linguistics – vocabulary, grammar/register, rhetorical language

Social/Emotional – group work, listening to others, confidence in speaking, awareness 
of audience

Cognitive – content, structure, clarifying/summarising, self-regulation, reasoning



A FEW ASTONISHING FACTS….

You need to understand 95% of the words you see on a page to understand the text

This number increases to 98% for science based texts

In their first years, a child from a poor economic background will obtain a much 
smaller amount of vocabulary compared to a child from a richer economic 
background resulting in a 30 million word gap by the time they are three years old

21 minutes of reading per day will result in a child acquiring an extra 2 million words 
per year

The difference between an A grade and a C grade at GCSE is not the knowledge 
the child possesses but the words they use to articulate what they know…

https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/periodicals/TheEarlyCat

astrophe.pdf



HOW CAN WE BRIDGE THE GAP?

Early intervention

Repetitive story telling/singing/nursery rhyme

Language rich conversation

Mixed ability learning

Reading of language rich texts

Explicit teaching of vocabulary

Talk-based comprehension lessons and interventions

Language rich texts linked to learning and for pleasure



BOOK TALK

Likes

Patterns

Puzzles

Dislikes

Are there opportunities for 

children to have open discussions 

about books that are read in 

class?



EXPLICIT TEACHING OF VOCABULARY

Select words (from texts/topics) that need to be learned.

Show the word in context.

Teach the children what the word means using a child friendly definition.

Practise using the word.

Display the word for reference so it can be revisited.



WHAT MIGHT TEACHING VOCABULARY LOOK 
LIKE?

discourage "But I don't want to discourage you I'm sure, 

Marilla"

Discourage means to show disapproval or make someone less 

confident about doing something.

What is the opposite of discourage?

What should we discourage people from doing? Use the word verbally or in writing

Child-friendly definition

Links

Word in context

We should discourage 

people from running in 

the corridors.

We should discourage 

people from using 

single-use plastics.

Eating too much sugar 

should be discouraged.



A CHILD FRIENDLY DEFINITION…

That is a very petty lesson.

I will radiate the butter onto my bread.

Careful with 

using a 

dictionary for 

learning 

unknown 

vocabulary



WHERE DO WE FIND WORDS?

English – key texts/books you are studying

Guided reading texts

Topic linked words

Academic word lists (Coxhead)

Year 3&4, 5&6 spelling lists

Phonic links



HOW DO | TEACH THEM WORDS SO THEY WILL 
REMEMBER THEM?

Definition (make it child friendly)

Use the word in context

Say the words out loud!

Etymology

Morphology

Synonyms and antonyms

Multiple Choice Questions

Dual-coding images

Word family connections

Syllables (stamp it, clap it)



WHERE DO WE FIND WORDS?

English – key texts/books you are studying

Guided reading texts

Topic linked words

Academic word lists (Coxhead)

Year 3&4, 5&6 spelling lists

Phonic links



INTERVENTIONS – KEYSTAGE 1

Song and rhyme

Repetitive story telling

Explicit teaching of vocabulary linked to stories that are 

shared

Pre-teaching

Immersive story experience that supports familiarity

Talk Boost *

NELI – Nuffield Early Language Intervention *



INTERVENTIONS – KEYSTAGE 2

Targeted vocabulary teaching

Reading comprehension intervention (Oral Language Program)

Intro – Vocabulary – Reciprocal teaching with spoken language – Figurative 
Language – Spoken narrative – Plenary

Reading fluency (Herts for Learning)



THERE IS NO ROOM FOR ADEQUATE BOOKS

We need to read the 

best!



South Farnham Educational 
Trust

28

Esther Whitbourn



Language around the school

✓ Inspirational quotes in 
corridors to promote 
reading and the power of 
vocabulary 

✓ Reading Café (for analysis 
of vocabulary and 
promoting a love of 
reading)

✓ Access to a wealth of 
literature to develop 
vocabulary 



Use of technology for language

❑Literature being read by 
‘Surprise’ guests

❑Literature being read by 
celebrities 

❑Around the World in 80 Books

❑Vocabulary challenges

❑Audio of text studying that week

❑Writing and grammar task for 
that week
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celebrities 

❑Around the World in 80 Books
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Spelling/vocabulary displays at South Farnham School

✓ Key vocabulary on 
every whiteboard –
changed daily to suit 
lessons

✓ Spelling display boards



Spelling logs at South Farnham School

✓ Spelling logs – used to 
promote creativity 
and expansion of 
vocabulary 



Language Environment in classroom

✓ Language displays in each 
classroom 

✓ Classroom labels
✓ Storytelling resources to 

promote conversation
✓ Story Sacks
✓ Class Readers (for pupil-

led and teacher-led 
reading)

✓ Dictionary and Thesauri 
for each pupil 



Language within the lesson 

✓ Word banks 

✓ Pre-teaching (involving 
parents)

✓ ‘Synonym of the week’

✓ ‘Exotic word of the week’

✓ ‘Conjunction of the week’

✓ Lesson progression: Grammar 
lesson and planning lesson 
prior to writing



STATUTORY 
ASSESSMENTS
2020/21
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The DfE is yet to publish the following documents:

• KS1 Assessment and Reporting Arrangements (ARA) for 2020/21

• KS1 Reporting Teacher Assessment Data for 2020/21

End-of-KS1 tests and teacher assessments will become non-statutory 
from the 2022/23 academic year.

KEY STAGE 1 ASSESSMENTS
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• In 2020/21, you can choose whether to start using the engagement 
model to assess pupils working below the standard of the National 
Curriculum assessments, or to stick to P scales 1 to 4. 

• The engagement model will become statutory from September 2021

Transitionary year - assessing pupils with special educational needs

https://schoolleaders.thekeysupport.com/curriculum-and-learning/special-school-curriculum/engagement-model-sen/?marker=content-body
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-engagement-model/transitionary-guidance
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• Due to coronavirus, the statutory introduction of the reception baseline 
assessment has been postponed to autumn 2021.

Reception baseline assessment postponed to 2021

https://schoolleaders.thekeysupport.com/curriculum-and-learning/early-years-foundation-stage/assessment-eyfs/reception-baseline-assessment-measure-progress/?marker=content-body
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• a past version of the phonics screening check to year 2 pupils in the 
second half of the 2020 autumn term.

Year 2 pupils who:

• Meet the expected standard won’t need any further statutory 
assessment in phonics

• Don’t meet the expected standard will need to take the statutory check 
in June 2021, alongside year 1 pupils. This is scheduled for the week 
commencing 7 June 2021

• Read more about the autumn phonics screening check here.

Phonics screening check in autumn term 2020

https://schoolleaders.thekeysupport.com/curriculum-and-learning/assessment-primary/ks1-assessments/year-1-phonics-check/?marker=content-body


41

• Maintained schools: report your pupils' phonics screening check scores 
to your LA.

• Academies: report the scores to the LA chosen by your academy for 
monitoring.

• You don't need the threshold mark (which was 32 in 2017 to 2019) 
when submitting this data to your LA

Submit your results to the local authority (LA)
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By the end of the summer term, you must report to parents:

• Whether their child has met the expected standard (for year 2 pupils 
who take the check in autumn 2020 and June 2021, you must report 
both results)

• An outcome for their child who's left the school, were absent, did not 
participate in
the check, or whose results are affected by maladministration

Report pupils' results to parents



43

• The key stage 2 tests are timetabled from Monday 10 May to Thursday 
13 May 2021

Watch this space…

KEY STAGE 2
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WHOLE SCHOOL LITERACY AND LANGUAGE AUDIT
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https://schoolsallianceforexcellence.co.uk/Our-Offer/Media-Library
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• £600 per school

• Application form available on SAfE website and emailed to all schools 
(EASY to complete!!) 

• Deadline – Monday 2 November 2020. Completed applications to 
recovery@schoolsallexcel.com .

Recovery Covid19 Literacy Funding

mailto:recovery@schoolsallexcel.com


Questions?
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• Assessment/ closing the gap

• Contingency plans in practice

• Ofsted – ‘deep dives’

• Leadership development

• ????????



https://schoolsallianceforexcellence.co.uk/Covid-19-Support/Video-Library
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https://schoolsallianceforexcellence.co.uk/Covid-19-Support/Video-Library


admin@schoolsallexcel.com

HTTP://www.schoolsallianceforexcellence.co.uk

http://www.contoso.com/

