
Xavier English Network 

Meeting 

To consider as you join…

• How has your remote learning changed between 

lockdown 1 and now? 

• What are the current hot topics around English 

teaching/attainment at your school?

• Are there any collaborative strategies we can factor in 

that will help all schools with their teaching and 

learning?

Feel free to type them in the chat!



OFSTED Remote education research

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/remote-education-research/remote-education-research

Considering children’s focus, 

lack of contact and motivation, 

what can we do to break down 

this barrier?



OFSTED: what’s working well in 

remote education

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/whats-working-well-in-remote-education/whats-working-well-in-remote-education

Engagement matters but is only the start

Keep it simple

When adapting the curriculum, focus on the basics

Feedback, retrieval practice and assessment are more important

The medium matters (a bit)

Live lessons aren’t always best



OFSTED Remote education research

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/remote-education-research/remote-education-research

Adaptations to teaching remotely that the leaders we spoke to had 
used included:

•a closer focus on verbal explanations and exposition, presenting 
concepts in ‘bitesize’ segments,
•shortening the length of lessons to aid pupils’ concentration 
spans/reduce screen time, 
•using a variety of different ways of presenting information,
•ensuring time for pupils to practise what they have learned,
•avoiding open-ended tasks that can potentially overwhelm pupils, 
•providing opportunities to scaffold concepts.



Great teaching is the most important lever schools 

have to improve outcomes for their pupils… Prioritising 

high-quality instruction in the classroom setting has 

new-found logistical barriers, but the principles of 

great teaching remain unchanged.

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-

19_Resources/The_EEF_guide_to_supporting_school_planning_-_A_tiered_approach_to_2021.pdf

Planning

PPT/notebook design

Our delivery

Questioning

Support

ExpectationsShare information

Embedding

Monitoring

Challenge

How have we shaped these 

elements to provide quality 

first teaching in English?



Instruction

Review
• Linked to known learning

• Throughout the lesson

• Provide instruction of when to 

embed in their brains

“Whisper the stem sentence from 

yesterday to me”

“Remember when we…?”

“How did we use aplastrophes?”



Instruction

Small steps
• Volume of information on the page

• Schedule breaks

• Utilise ping-pong style

• Distributed learning

“My turn…your turn”

“Sing the rule to me”

“THIS is key learning!”



Instruction

Questioning

• Incremental

• Varied to suit task

• Promote interaction

• Colour coded/diving deeper

Why do we use questioning?

How do you know you are using questioning 

successfully?

How can we shift the question balance towards the 

children when most of what we are doing is more 

teacher led?



Instruction

Modelling/scaffolding

• Modelling thinking

• Incorrect as well as correct

• Demonstrating critical thinking

• Clarity of steps to attack a problem

• Modelling what to do if stuck

• Pictorial/concrete methods still 

apply!

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/b5062698-

41a2-4089-95fc-

7bc039d28690?list=user&userId=08c77c80-4f10-4042-

9f1f-575070be6cad

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/b5062698-41a2-4089-95fc-7bc039d28690?list=user&userId=08c77c80-4f10-4042-9f1f-575070be6cad


Instruction

Guiding student practice

• Time bonding clearly

• Movement from short to long term 

memory

• Short activities to practice recall

• Ping-pong style

“Let’s say the mnemonic together”

“Which of these is it not?”



Instruction

Check understanding

• Ping pong

• Teacher < guided < independent

• Self-marking quizzes

• Kahoot

“You have ___ to complete this 

knowledge booster”

“Time trial time – are you ready?”

www.spiral.ac USE CODE: BXNAG

http://www.spiral.ac/


Resources

 https://padlet.com/ you sign up and provide the link to the board you want 

to share

 https://spiral.ac/ you sign up and provide a code for them to log on with

 https://kahoot.it/ you sign up and provide a pin for them to log on with

 https://quizizz.com/ you sign up and provide a pin for them to log on with

 https://www.socrative.com/

 https://classtools.net/

 https://www.baamboozle.com/

 https://nearpod.com/

 https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1_JDsBdva_upW7I9_fGCrDlMAsaU

UItgB&ll=0.27672388808363024%2C0&z=2

 https://www.office.com/launch/forms?auth=2

https://padlet.com/
https://spiral.ac/
https://kahoot.it/
https://quizizz.com/
https://www.socrative.com/
https://classtools.net/
https://www.baamboozle.com/
https://nearpod.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1_JDsBdva_upW7I9_fGCrDlMAsaUUItgB&ll=0.27672388808363024%2C0&z=2
https://www.office.com/launch/forms?auth=2


“The established purpose focuses on 

student learning, rather than activity, 

assignment or task.” 

 Review

 Small steps 

 Question

 Model/scaffold

 Guide practice

 Check understanding

Break out room activity

Considering the different strands of English, 

which strategies, resources or approaches 

have you found to be most beneficial for the 

children? Share them on our English Leads 

Padlet (link in the chat)



Elements that are more challenging 

to transfer

Collaboration

Responsive teaching

Student dialogue

The reality

www.spiral.ac USE CODE: BXNAG

http://www.spiral.ac/


Assessment

Maureen McDonnell

The Marist



I can 
remember…

I can 
apply…

I can 
create…

What is 
stopping 
you 
reaching 
the target?

What would 
you do next 
time?

What could 
you do to help 
you progress?

I can 
understand…

What could 
you do to 
move towards 
the target?



Remote (recorded) Learning 

The learning line can still be incorporated at 

any point during the lesson, however using it 

at the end of a session, as an evaluation of 

learning, is uncomplicated and a really 

powerful assessment tool. It does not have 

to be used in every lesson, rather when you 

feel it is appropriate to assess  children's 

learning.4 KEY QUESTIONS

1. Where are you on the learning line?

2. How do you know?

3. Where would you like to be?

4. What strategies are you going to use to 

get there?

Next step: Once confident with the driver 

words, children could use these to write a 

'self-assessment' statement on Padlet at the 

end of the lesson - this will give good 

evidence of individuals learning.

Where are you along the learning line?





https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Resources_for_schools/Home_learning_approaches_-_Planning_framework.pdf



Phonics

LA 79.8% pass rate. 

Feedback from other schools regarding:

Approach from September

The phonics screening itself

The children’s knowledge of the phonics 

sounds



Moderation

Is this something we would like to factor 

in for Summer? 

How could we organise it? 



AOB?
World Book Week?

Support for individuals/groups?

Subject knowledge?

Resources?


