
Introduction to the Academic 

Word List (AWL)

The Academic Word List, 

developed by Averil Coxhead at 

Victoria University of 

Wellington, (Coxhead 2000) 

consists of 570 word ‘families’ 

commonly found in academic 

subject texts.

Interesting cut & paste tool to identify ‘academic words’ (Tier 2) in 

texts used in our lessons:

https://www.eapfoundation.com/vocab/academic/highlighter/

https://www.eapfoundation.com/vocab/academic/highlighter/

